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pilasters supporting dwarfish Gana figures which hold  aloft the
Makara-endings of the arch.

All the niches are flanked by a flat carved pilaster on
each side, reaching up to nearly half their height. The arch
of the niche as well as these pilasters support a superstructure
which resembles the terraced roof of a temple, such as that of
Pavon with bell-shaped stupas ( of slightly modified form in
the lowest terrace) in the corner and the centre. The entire
piece may thus be described as a niche-temple, and this aspect
is emphasised by the image of a Dhyanx-Buddha in each of
the niches. These niche-temples play a very prominent part in
the scheme of decoration of Barabudur, and there are no less
than 432 of them in the whole building.

TKe images of the different Dhyanl-Buddhas are arranged
in these niche-temples according to a definite principle. Those
of Aksobhya, Katnasambhava, Amitabha and Amoghasiddha
occupy respectively the niches on the east, south, west and
north sides of the four lower balustrades. The images in the
niches of the fifth or uppermost balustrade, on all sides,
represent Vairocana.

The niches are separated by sunken panels crowned by
bell-shaped ornaments. The panels are decorated by relief-
figures of men and women, sometimes with halo and attributes,
and thus representing divine beings. But on the whole the
reliefs are of decorative character.

The general arrangement of the galleries (PL VII, Fig. 1).
is characterised by a uniform design though there are great
variations in details. The walls of the terrace contain broad
horizontal sculptured panels. Above these we find several
projecting courses, a frieze decorated by garland and rosettes,
and lastly the broad heavy cornice with a number of ante-fix
ornaments. Beneath the sculptured panels, the arrangement
differs in different galleries. In the first gallery this part
is absolutely plain, while there are two or more courses in the
others.